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    Sunday,
The                          Seventh Sunday
July 7, 2013

              after Pentecost
The Uniting Church in Australia

The Parish of Rockhampton South
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[image: image9.bmp]
[image: image5.emf] 

MOVING WITH GOD’S SPIRIT

Last Wednesday we met Epaphras who, like Jacob (Gen. 32:28), wrestled with God in prayer.  This Wednesday we learn that he is an excellent teacher of the grace of God because our new friends in Colossae have heard what he said, and understood it.  But there are some who have concerns about the powers of darkness (Colossians 1:13).  They apparently belong to a community where people live in dread of cosmic evil.  As we read Paul’s answers to their concerns over the next few weeks we will find answers to the points at which our Christian faith is stunted, like their’s was.

Daily Psalm:  Ps. 82:
“All the nations belong to you, O God.”

Daily Scripture Readings:
“Blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it –“

Mon:
Luke 10:25-37:  resisting the temptation to think that we are righteous because we know God’s laws and try hard to keep them day by day.

Tues:
Amos 7:7-17:  searching for the proper response in daily living to the presence of God in the life of our community and nation.

Wed:
Colossians 1:1-14:  striving to lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as we bear fruit in every good work and as we grow in knowledge of him.

Thurs: Isaiah 40:12-17:  knowing that all of our human search for understanding of the natural world only tells us about things that already exist.

Fri:
Isaiah 40:18-24:  careful not to worship human creations as if they hold the secrets of life.

Sat:
Isaiah 40:25-31:  constant in worship of the everlasting God, the creator of the ends of the earth.
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We extend a warm welcome to any visitors or newcomers 
with us today.  Please give us an opportunity to get to know 
you after the Service.
Sunday, July 7

  5.00pm
Fellowship at Gracemere followed by fellowship tea – Rev Glenn.

Tuesday, July 9
  9.15am
Play Group in the small hall – Dress Ups and Dancing.
  9.30am
Indoor Bowls in the large hall. – all welcome.
  9.30am
Worship Catholic Hostel, Mt Morgan – Rev Glenn.

  7.30pm
R’ton Development Committee Meeting in Sagnol House.

Wednesday, July 10
  9.30am
Blue Care Auxiliary Meeting in the small hall.

  7.00pm
Stillness & Meditation in the South R’ton Church – Rev Jennifer Roberts.
  7.00pm
Indoor Bowls in the large hall – club night.
  7.30pm
Bible Study “Discipleship” at Ingram’s. 
Thursday, July 11
10.30am
Gracemere Aged Care Facility, Gracemere Gardens, Combined Service – Rev Glenn Ingram.
  4.30pm
Prayer Time at Ingram’s, Bishop Street.  All are welcome to attend.

  5.15pm
Worship Band practice in the South R’ton UC.

  7.30pm
Choir Practice in South R’ton Church.
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For Your Diary
Monday, July 15
  6.30pm
Craft Group in the small hall – painting wild flowers on door wedge ($12).

  7.00pm
Sweet Making Night for Blue Care Gracemere Aged Care Facility Morning Fair (please see separate notice).
Tuesday, July 16

  9.15am
Play Group in the small hall – Stamping Fun.

  9.30am
Indoor Bowls in the large hall. – all welcome.
  7.30pm
Worship & Evangelism Committee meeting in Sagnol House.
Wednesday, July 17
  7.00pm
Stillness & Meditation in the South R’ton Church.
  7.00pm
Indoor Bowls in the large hall – club night.
  7.30pm
Bible Study “Discipleship” at Ingram’s.
Thursday, July 18

  7.30pm
CWCI Australia meeting with the Safari Team, North R’ton UC, 321 Berserker St.  Speaker Linda Lawson.  Leader Dawn Smith.  Contact Joan Nunn 4928 3977.
Sunday, July 21

  5.00pm
Fellowship at Gracemere followed by fellowship tea – Rev Glenn.

Tuesday, July 23

  7.30pm
Church Council will meet at South R’ton.
Friday, July 26

  9.30am
CAMEO in the small hall.

10.00am
ACW Fellowship Day Service at the Salvation Army, Park St, North R’ton.  Speaker, Major Colin Maxwell.

Tuesday, July 30

  7.30pm
Discipleship & Personal Development Committee meeting in the Campbell Street Manse.








Prayers in response to Colossians 1:1-14
We give thanks for –

· the faith, love and hope Jesus inspires in us,
· the spread of the Gospel in the first thirty years after Jesus’ resurrection,
· the support the young churches gave each other.
We pray for –

· eyes to see the inspiration Jesus gives to people today,
· the spread of the word of truth in Australia,
· Rockhampton Churches Together.
We give thanks for –

· the possibility of growing in spiritual wisdom,
· the challenge to lead lives worthy of the Lord,
· the strength that comes from God’s gracious power.
We pray for –

· churches seeking knowledge of God’s will,

· Christians serving the communities where they live,
· believers ridiculed for their faith.
We give thanks for –

· Christian contribution to public debates on contentious issues,
· members of churches discovering the beliefs all Christians hold in common,
· opportunities for mutual support among congregations.
We pray for –

· Queensland Churches Together, Rev Bruce Johnson, President, and Rev Canon Richard Tutin, General Secretary,
· the Tuvalu Christian Church, a partner church of the Uniting Church in Australia, 
· the people and churches in Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela.

Prayer:
Holy God,



known only through your self-revelation



in encounters with prophets and apostles



and through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus,



grant us such sensitivity to your will



that we may, by the strength you give us,



lead lives fully pleasing to you,




for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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SERVICES OF WORSHIP





Rockhampton South Parish





SUNDAY, JULY 14, 2013





  8.00am		Bushley		Rev Glenn Ingram 


  8.00am			South R’ton	Rev Jennifer Roberts


  9.30am			South R’ton	Rev Jennifer Roberts (HC)


10.00am			Mt Morgan 	Rev Glenn Ingram


  7.30pm				South R’ton	Rev Jennifer Roberts








Tuesday, July 16


Bethesda Aged Care 	9.00am	Rev Glenn Ingram


Benevolent Aged Care     10.15am	Rev Glenn Ingram








Thursday, July 18


10.30am	Gracemere Aged Care Facility, Gracemere Gardens  – 


	Rev Glenn Ingram








Ministers: 		Rev Glenn Ingram  4922 1882 


		Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:ingram@dovenetq.net.au" ��ingram@dovenetq.net.au�


		


		Rev Jennifer Roberts  0413 434 480


		Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:strebor7@bigpond.com" �strebor7@bigpond.com�








Blue Care Gracemere Aged Care Facility Chaplain:  Rev Glenn Ingram  4922 1882 / 0419  689 087





Hospital Chaplain: Ms Sue Dunlop  0487 604 443





Parish Office:  Postal address:  	PO Box 8028, Allenstown  Q  4700


		Phone 4922 6414 	Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rockysth@tpg.com.au" �rockysth@tpg.com.au�


		Office Secretary: 	Lyn Thomasson








LECTIONARY READINGS





	July 7	July 14


	Pentecost 7	Pentecost 8


		2 Kings 5:1-14	Amos 7:7-17


		Psalm 30	Psalm 82


	Galatians 6:1-16	Colossians 1:1-14


		Luke 10:1-11,16-20	Luke 10:25-37


		Green			Green
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OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT





Seeking to be an active expression of God’s love in Christ to all people, both within the Rockhampton South Parish and beyond.





Welcome        








Rockhampton High Schools Chaplaincy Charity Bicycle Ride


Tour de Chaplain – 





Saturday 13 July 2013








See poster on noticeboard for sponsorship








Rockhampton Churches’ Covenant of Prayer





Gracemere Baptist Fellowship.  That the folk will be empowered and enthused by the Holy Spirit to minister the gospel to one another and to shine the gospel into the Gracemere community through personal contacts and church activities.
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SOUTH R’TON MOWING ROSTER 


27/07/2013





Col Hooton, Ian Jennings, Antony Dekkers
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DATE CLAIMER:              CHURCH FAMILY Camp 


                


25th October - 27th October 2013 at Camp Lammermoor





More details closer to the time.














Rockhampton Churches Together





invites everyone to come and hear





Guest Speaker: Rev Brian Gilbert


Topic: “Dostana-Deep and Lasting Friendship”





Thursday 25 July 2013 at 7.30pm





at the Rockhampton Baptist Tabernacle, 650 Norman Road, 


North Rockhampton





The evening will conclude with supper and fellowship – please bring a small plate of food to share








PRE-LOVED CLOTHING NEEDED – PNG





Donations of summer clothing (for all ages) are requested for Papua New Guinea.  Guaranteed direct delivery at no cost to the needy.  Any size acceptable – except oversize 16 – for women.  





Pick up is available or bring to morning church services by Sunday 14th July.  





Phone Ursula 4928 5403.








The Leprosy Mission Australia


Celebrating 100 years in Australia


Centenary Celebration Coffee & Dessert Evening 


Tuesday 23 July at 7.30pm 


at John Knox Presbyterian Church, cnr Rundle & Bapaume Sts, R’ton  





Admission FREE .  Guest Speakers: Drs Sunil & Shyamala Anand (Director of TLM India) 


Proceeds to support the Community Based Rehabilitation Programs in India





RSVP: Elaine Jones 4933 1964 





All Welcome
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Pray for partners in prayer at Jerusalem United Church, Rev


Wezi Manda, Pastor Percy, Deaconess Josephine Kabanda,


children and staff at Orphans and Vulnerable 


Children Project, Mwandi, Zambia.

















�
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DID YOU KNOW?





Colombia is in northern South America, bordering on the Caribbean Sea between Panama and Venezuela and bordering the North Pacific Ocean between Panama and Ecuador.  It has an area of 1,138,910 sq km, a little larger than the combined areas of Victoria and New South Wales.  It has a population of more than 44.7 million people of whom 90% are Roman Catholic and the remainder follow other religions.





Ecuador is on the west coast of South America at the Equator between Colombia and Peru.  It has an area of 283,561 sq km (Victoria’s area is 227,416 sq km).  It has a population of over 15 million people of whom 95% are Roman Catholic and the remainder follow other religions.





Venezuela is in northern South America bordering the Caribbean Sea between Colombia and Guyana.  It has an area of 912,050 sq km (New South Wales has an area of 800,642 sq km).  It has a population of more than 27.6 million people of whom 96% are Roman Catholic, 2% Protestant and 2% follow other religions.
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                       BLUE CARE GRACEMERE AGED CARE 


                     FACILITY MORNING FAIR











A Morning Fair will be held at Gracemere Aged Care Facility - in the Grounds, on SATURDAY 20TH JULY from 9.30AM to 12.30PM





Stalls will be operating 





Entertainment will be provided including the Capricornia Silver Band, School Choirs, Balloon Man, Island Dancers 





Refreshments will be available.  





Plan to attend and be involved.





Donations to stalls would be appreciated.  Contact Kath Hooper on 4927 3083.
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Partners in Mission Program 2013





What’s happening at Colossae?





Colossae was a town about 160 km east of Ephesus in the province of Asia, part of Turkey today.  Epaphras has brought news to Paul about the congregation there, some very good and some very worrying.  Paul knows that people respond to his good news of the grace of God against the background of their own life experiences.  He has had to respond to people who wanted to incorporate Jewish law and ritual into their Christian faith.





Epaphras seems to have reported that some in Colossae are wanting to blend their pagan beliefs about evil cosmic forces into their worship and lives as Christians.  Some seem to doubt Jesus’ power against the demon world.  Others want a very strict lifestyle to placate the demons.  Others wonder if Jesus was truly human or only spirit.





What does the banyan say?





The Jubilee Tree is on the road near the Victoria Park Bowls Club and the Hegvold Stadium.  It was planted as a symbol of the growth of the British Empire in the long reign of Queen Victoria.  The Empire’s branches spread across the world and its roots which grew from the branches took root in many places.  For us, as we look at the way the gospel has grown through the whole world, the Jubilee Tree reminds us that, in every place where the good news has taken root and borne fruit, different questions and attitudes had to be thought about and prayed through.  There have been many who have wrestled with God in prayer like Epaphras (Colossians 4:12).





The many roots and broad canopy of the Jubilee Tree remind us that, in the Church’s history and growth, a multitude of questions about God’s ways with people have been asked and answered.  Ask and you will be answered.  Include in your reflection Isaiah 40:12-31, where the writer begins to look at how God’s human agents, his servants, do his will on earth.











“SWEET MAKING NIGHT” 


for Blue Care Gracemere Aged Care Facility Morning Fair





Monday 15 July from 7pm


in the South R’ton hall kitchen





Helpers welcome








�
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