PARTNERS IN MISSION:

Our Celebration Service this year is planned for 4th August and the Guest Speaker will be Rosemary Young AM, National Director of Uniting Church’s Frontier Services.
BUSHLEY – CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE:

Bushley reported having some 50-60 people present worshipping at their recent Christmas Eve Service.

CONFIRMATIONS – BAPTISMS:

It is encouraging to hear from Rev Jen’s Report, of the number of Baptisms which have been conducted and are to be conducted.

Likewise it is pleasing to read of the Confirmation of Nicholas Hooper on 30th December and Jack Uebergang on 31st March.

Evan G. Hooper

CHAIRPERSON – CHURCH COUNCIL
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The Uniting Church in Australia

The Congregation of the Parish of Rockhampton South

NOW THAT’S GOOD NEWS

Church Council met on Tuesday 26 March 2013 in the South Rockhampton Church Hall at 7.30pm.
Since then we have celebrated the death and resurrection of our Lord over Easter and consequently this Report is a little late.

PASTORAL CONCERNS:

Our Pastoral Concerns were shared as we remembered those across the Parish in need of prayerful support at this time.  Included were those who were involved in the flooding, particularly those who assisted in the “clean up” and the family of the late Rev Ellis Bramley.

HERE IS SOME GOOD NEWS:

PARTNER CHURCH – JERUSALEM CHURCH, MWANDI, ZAMBIA and the ORPHANS AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN’S PROJECT:

Some minor amendments were made to the Partnership Document and signed copies are awaited.

Plans are well advanced for a number of people from Churches in our region to visit Mwandi in September 2013, led by Sylvia and Don Wright.  Proceeds from fundraising last year totalled in excess of $4,000 from our region including $1885 from our Parish.  A further $300 has been promised by Church Council for a new Project this year.

BLUE CARE CHAPLAINCY:

The Agreement between Blue Care and our Parish is finalised with Rev Glenn Ingram involved .75 in Congregation duties and .25 Chaplaincy duties at Gracemere Aged Care Facility.

REV JENNIFER ROBERTS PLACEMENT:

It was reported from a Congregation Meeting that Rev Jen’s Placement at Parish of Rockhampton South is regarded as a “Normal” Placement.  Rev Jen’s involvement has been increased from .5 to .75.
TOGETHER ON THE WAY – Enriching Community:

The two new slices chosen on our Wheel are “Forming Active and accountable Disciples of Jesus” and “Theologically informed, creative and visionary in Leadership”, both of which are underpinned by “A Prayerful and Listening Church”. These two new slices will be highlighted throughout the year.

STRATEGIC PLAN 2013-2018:

A working group has met and presented a Draft of the Plan.  This Draft was accepted with minor changes and will be presented to the Congregation for adoption.

LAY PRESIDENCY AT THE SACRAMENTS:

Mrs Dorothy Demack has been recognised by Presbytery as one authorised to Preside at the Sacraments and presented with a Certificate.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

It was agreed that we offer to Andrew McCosh “Leave of Absence” from Church Council.

MEALS ON WHEELS REPRESENTATIVES:

Our Parish representatives on the Meals on Wheels Management Committee are Col and Jill Gough.

FINANCE:

Treasurer Brendan Hooper presented the Auditor’s Report and Certificate for the year ended 31st December 2012.  This was a satisfactory report.  Consequently, as the Audit had been conducted over recent weeks the Treasurer was unable to provide a Statement nor a Balance Sheet to the end of February 2013.

BLUE CARE ROCKHAMPTON COMMITTEE:

A Report was received from the Blue Care Rockhampton Committee conveying their decision to disband.  This decision was received with sadness, but Church Council acknowledges and supports the decision.  Individual Committee members will continue to support Blue Care in other ways.

This decision is to be now conveyed to Blue Care Head Office with the assurance that there is a clear and definite desire on behalf of this Parish, for an ongoing partnership and association with Blue Care.  Recognition and acknowledgment of Committee Members over fifty years was made.

RESIGNATIONS:

Communication was received from Wayne Davidson conveying his desire to resign as an Elder within this Congregation and as a Member of Church Council due to his family’s relocation to Gladstone.  These resignations were received with regret.

PROPERTY:

The illuminated cross is ready for installation.  

An inspection of our properties across the Parish was undertaken, organised by Synod.  Safety/Hazards/Fire issues have been targeted.  A Report will be forthcoming.  The development of the South Rockhampton site has been acknowledged.

INSURANCE:

Security issues also were subject to the Property Inspection and the manner in which we handle, record and bank the Offerings received at Services, was closely scrutinised.

Also the Hazard and Incident Report Forms which are strategically placed on our properties were examined.

A Questionnaire has been completed by Church Council in relation to any incidents which may have occurred in areas such as Public Liability, Professional Indemnity, Sexual Harassment.  Any such incidents should be reported to Church Council.

ROCKHAMPTON CHURCHES TOGETHER:

Church Council received the resignation from Mrs Dorothy Demack as a representative on the Rockhampton Churches Together Committee.  Any person interested in becoming a representative on this Rockhampton Churches Together Committee is encouraged to speak with Rev Glenn, Rev Jen, or Mrs Dorothy Demack.

PROFILE:

Preliminary work has begun on the preparation of the Profile for the Parish.

REPORTS:

Church Council receives Reports from each of its Working Committees, plus others.  

At this Meeting Reports were received from EXECUTIVE, WORSHIP AND EVANGELISM COMMITTEE, BUSHLEY COMMITTEE, PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE, REV JENNIFER ROBERTS, PRESBYTERY MEETING and a MWANDI REPORT.
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