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      Sunday,
The                            Fourth Sunday
March 10, 2013

                      in Lent
The Uniting Church in Australia

The Parish of Rockhampton South
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MOVING WITH GOD’S SPIRIT

The story of the father and his two sons (Luke 15:11-32) contains many things upon which to reflect, particularly as the other parables in Luke 15 concern a lost sheep and a lost coin and now there is a lost son.  But today’s lectionary also gives us Paul’s theme of reconciliation so that it is worth reflecting on the younger son’s need to be reconciled to his older brother.  The younger man has wasted his entitlement to a share in his father’s property.  He has no further legal claim on his father.  His restoration is an act of grace by his father.  He should now have the grace to seek reconciliation with his brother.
Daily Psalm: Psalm 126:

“May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.”
Daily Scripture Readings:
“Blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it -“

Mon:
John 12:1-8:  serving the kingdom of God by making spontaneous gifts to people who are rejected by the general community.
Tues:
Isaiah 43: 16-21:  traversing life’s wild and arid places by the new and well-made path Jesus has laid for us.
Wed:
Philippians 3:4b-14:  forgetting what lies behind and striving forward to what lies ahead and pressing on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Jesus Christ.
Thurs:
Luke 19:41-20:8:  finding the authority for Jesus’ teaching in the true-to-life things he taught and did.
Fri:
Luke 20:9-26:  knowing that to reject the cornerstone upon which God has built his Church is to reject God’s adoption of people into God’s household.
Sat:
Luke 20:39-21:4:  moved by the generosity of God to give generously of both time and substance to the worship, witness and service of the church.
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We extend a warm welcome to any visitors or newcomers 
with us today.  Please give us an opportunity to get to 
know you after the Service.
Tuesday, March 12
  9.15am
Play Group in the small hall – Handprint art & finger painting.
  9.30am
Indoor Bowls in the large hall – all welcome.

     7.30pm
Discipleship & Personal Development Committee meeting in the Campbell Street Manse.
  7.30pm
R’ton Development Committee meeting in Sagnol House.
Wednesday, March 13
  9.30am
Blue Care Auxiliary meeting in the small hall
  4.30pm
Prayer Time at Ingram’s, Bishop Street.  All are welcome to attend.

  7.00pm
Stillness & Meditation in the South R’ton Church with Rev Jennifer.

  7.00pm
Indoor Bowls in the large hall – club night.
Thursday, March 14
10.30am
Gracemere Aged Care Facility, Gracemere Gardens, Combined Service – Rev Glenn Ingram.
  5.15pm
Worship Band practice in the South R’ton UC.

  7.30pm
Choir Practice in South R’ton Church.
Friday, March 15

8am – 12.30pm   Blue Care Auxiliary Street Stall in East Street.
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For Your Diary
Sunday, March 17
  5.00pm
Fellowship at Gracemere followed by fellowship tea – Rev Glenn.

Monday, March 18

  6.30pm
Craft Group in the small hall – cross stitch and beaded angel.

Tuesday, March 19
  9.15am
Play Group in the small hall – pretend play.

  9.30am
Indoor Bowls in the large hall – all welcome.

  7.30pm
Worship & Evangelism Committee meeting in Sagnol House.
Wednesday, March 20
  7.00pm
Stillness & Meditation in the South R’ton Church with Rev Jennifer.

  7.00pm
Indoor Bowls in the large hall – club night.
Tuesday, March 26
10.00am
Pleasant Tuesday Morning at Gracemere Gardens in the Hostel Lounge.

  7.30pm
Church Council meets.  
Friday, March 27 
  9.30am
CAMEO will meet in the small hall.
Wednesday, March 27

  7.00pm
R’ton Blue Care Committee meeting in Collard House.








Prayers in response to Luke 15:1-3, 11b - 32
We give thanks that –

· Jesus welcomed sinners and ate with them,

· the son was willing to turn back to his home,
· the parable emphasises the father’s act of grace.
We pray for –

· recognition that today Holy Communion is Jesus’ meal with sinners,
· awareness of a need to confess our sins each day,

· constant thankfulness for God’s acceptance of our repentance.

We give thanks for –

· the restoration of the prodigal as a son,
· the enthusiastic celebration of redemption
· the father’s reaching out to the older son.
We pray for –

· the restoration of children estranged from their parents,

· churches separated by disagreements over doctrine,

· the reconciliation of people who have left a congregation after an argument or slight.

We give thanks for –

· the process of reconciliation of aboriginal and non-aboriginal Australians,
· attempts to reconcile Israelis and Palestinians,
· mediators working to resolve conflicts between people.
We pray for –

· people, young and old, who are, or have been, abused by people in authority,
· the Protestant Church of Maluku, a partner church of the Uniting Church in Australia. 

· the people and churches in Myanmar and Thailand.

Prayer:
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and our Father,


      for all the times we have squandered


      your gracious forgiveness of our sins


      we turn to you with contrite heart;



for Jesus’ sake, do not hold our sin against us



   but, as we truly turn to you,




receive us into your household,




and equip us to bear fruit in your service.  Amen.
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SERVICES OF WORSHIP





Rockhampton South Parish





SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 2013





  8.00am		Bushley		Mr Stan Comollatti


  8.00am			South R’ton	Rev Glenn Ingram 


  9.30am			South R’ton	Rev Jennifer Roberts


					(Messy Church)


10.00am			Mt Morgan 	Mr Stan Comollatti


  7.30pm			South R’ton	Rev Glenn Ingram (HC)





Tuesday, March 19


  9.00am	Bethesda Aged Care 	Rev Glenn Ingram


10.15am	Benevolent Aged Care	Rev Glenn Ingram





Thursday, March 21


10.30am	Gracemere Aged Care Facility, Gracemere Gardens – 


	Rev Glenn Ingram





Ministers: 		Rev Glenn Ingram  4922 1882 


		Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:ingram@dovenetq.net.au" ��ingram@dovenetq.net.au�


		


		Rev Jennifer Roberts  0413 434 480


		Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:strebor7@bigpond.com" �strebor7@bigpond.com�





Blue Care Gracemere Aged Care Facility Chaplain:  Rev Glenn Ingram  4922 1882 / 0419  689 087





Hospital Chaplain: Ms Sue Dunlop  0487 604 443





Prison Chaplains:  Mrs Lois Wilson and Mr Neville Wilson 


		4933 3778





Parish Office:  Postal address:  PO Box 8028, Allenstown  Q  4700


		Phone 4922 6414    Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rockysth@tpg.com.au" �rockysth@tpg.com.au�


		Office Secretary:  Lyn Thomasson





LECTIONARY READINGS





March 10		March 17


Lent 4		Lent 5


Joshua 5:9-12		Isaiah 43:16-21


Psalm 32		Psalm 126


2 Corinthians 5:16-21		Philippians 3:4b-14


Luke 15:1-3,11b-32		John 12:1-8


Purple				Purple
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OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT





Seeking to be an active expression of God’s love in Christ to all people, both within the Rockhampton South Parish and beyond.





Welcome








Walkers/Helpers Needed Again!





The ecumenical Easter Service Times brochures will be available from Monday 11 March, and need to be placed in letterboxes during the two weeks following the 10th so that householders receive them before Palm Sunday, which falls this year on 24 March.





Eunice and Ian are co-ordinating our parish’s part in this.  They need ten people to cover our area.  The task will take a couple of hours of your time and give you a good reason to go for a healthy walk.





Ian and Eunice have had to be away today but if you would like to help, please phone them on 4922 1007 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ianandeunice@gmail.com" �ianandeunice@gmail.com�











ROCKHAMPTON CHURCHES’ COVENANT OF PRAYER





Peace Apostolic Community.  Members of the worshipping community; Senior Minister, Pastor John Alley, Assistant Minister, Pastor David Hood, and Pastor Tony Ponicke.
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MWANDI DIARY





Could the person who has the Mwandi Diary at present please contact Sylvia on 4933 6490











MARRIAGE WEEK will be celebrated from 8 – 14 September 2013.





Marriage is one of God’s most wonderful gifts and is a treasure worth working on.  We in the church need to honour and support those who have married.  Marriage Week is a time to do this – impacting society, transforming marriages.  





If you would like to be a “Team Member” for Marriage Week you can register at www.marriageweek.org.au








SOUTH R’TON MOWING ROSTER 23/03/2013





Paul Wiltshire and John Weir
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LOVE GIFT – DAVIDSON, Wayne, Carolyn and Alina


(STILL OPEN)





We want to show our love and appreciation to Carolyn, Wayne and Alina as they leave after many years of service, witness and fellowship with us – particularly for Wayne.





We have opened a LOVE GIFT APPEAL, the proceeds of which we will present to Carolyn, Wayne and Alina as they set up their new home in Gladstone district.





This is your opportunity to say “Thanks” to them both, by placing your gift in an Envelope marked – ( Love Gift – Wayne and Carolyn) – over the next few weeks.











Volunteers Wanted for Mwandi OVC Experience





We are considering taking a small group to the Orphans and Vulnerable Children Project, Mwandi, Zambia with the support of UnitingWorld.  There are exciting developments at the OVC and the children and staff welcome willing helpers who will also get to join/lead devotions with them.  





We are suggesting September 2013 with 4 weeks to include two weeks before the Qld school holidays 6/9/13 – 4/10/13.  





If interested in more information please phone Don and Sylvia Wright 4933 6490 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:donsylwright@bigpond.com" �donsylwright@bigpond.com� 








BENEVOLENT FUND





It has been our practice to receive a retiring offering for our Benevolent Fund at each Communion Service.





Over recent times there has been limited call on this fund requesting financial assistance.  Because of this we have not received a retiring offering.





However, there has been the need to draw on the Benevolent Fund to assist following the recent flooding and the consequent damage suffered.





Therefore, we will be receiving a retiring offering following our Communion Services.  Please respond as you are able to enable our Church to help others. 





Our food pantry continues to operate and numerous calls for assistance in this way are received to which we respond.
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Pray for partners in prayer at Jerusalem United Church, Rev 


Wezi Manda, Pastor Percy, Deaconess Josephine Kabanda,


children and staff at Orphans and Vulnerable Children 


Project, Mwandi, Zambia.





�
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DID YOU KNOW?





Myanmar or Burma is situated in south eastern Asia on the eastern shores of the Bay of Bengal, with China and Thailand to the east and south and India to the north west.  It has an area of 676,578 sq km (New South Wales has an area of 800,642 sq km) and a population of about 54 million people, 89% of whom are Buddhist, 4% Christian (3% Baptist, 1% Roman Catholic) 4% Muslim, 1% Animist and 2% other faiths.





Thailand is in south eastern Asia, south of Burma.  It has an area of 510,890 sq km (Victoria has an area of 227,416 sq km) and a population approaching 67 million people of whom 94.6% are Buddhist, 4.6% Muslim, 0.7% Christian and 0.1% other beliefs.














GALA AFTERNOON 





in the church hall





“Let’s Remember the 


70’s”





23 March 2013 


commencing at 2pm





Adults $10.00  -  Children Free





Afternoon tea





Entertainment (ABBA will be making an appearance), Stalls, 


Lucky Door Prizes





For bookings please contact Norma Munro 4927 2491 or 


Myra Marshall 4927 2025








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?id=H.5025069688029392&pid=1.7&w=201&h=144&c=7&rs=1" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://hillebrandushistory.wikispaces.com/file/view/1970_music_icon.jpg/137019067/270x270/1970_music_icon.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Setting up for “Let’s Remember the 70’s” 


Gala Afternoon





Friday 23 March at 4.30pm - Men needed to put out tables and chairs 





Saturday morning at 8.30am - men needed to put tables up 





Saturday morning at 9.00am - ladies needed to make sandwiches 





Saturday afternoon at 3.00pm  – help needed to serve afternoon tea


            4.30pm  -  men needed to put tables and chairs


                             away





Thank you, Norma Munro 
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LENT EVENT – Week 4





Story from Solomon Islands


(Extract from A People on the Way by Rev John Barr, UnitingWorld)





Is the Solomon Islands a “failed” or a “failing state”?   Some suggest our near neighbour fits this description. Indeed, since the September 11 tragedy in the USA, nations, including Australia, have expressed concern that so-called “failed states” are losing the struggle to maintain law and order at home and could, therefore, become “springboards for terrorism”. 





Is Solomon Islands one such state?  Solomon Islands is a chain of nearly 1,000 islands located between Vanuatu and Papua New Guinea.  Independence was granted from Great Britain in 1978.  Most of the nation’s 552,000 people live in rural situations and speak 70 different languages.  In 1999 tensions between local people on Guadalcanal and people from Malaita erupted into violence.  This scenario created widespread disruption and this relatively new Melanesian state was hit with a period of political instability.  Government struggled to effectively respond to the crises that followed.  There was a break down in law and order and the nation faced bankruptcy.  Heightened concerns in Australia and beyond saw the formation of an Australian-led international task force (Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands or RAMSI) to intervene and re-establish  peace in the region.





The Uniting Church in Australia maintains significant relationships with Solomon Islands.  Our partner church is the United Church in Solomon Islands.  Our focus is on working with our partner church to build capacity and offer people proper access to meet critical needs. Here we are working with Helena Goldie Hospital to support rural health centres and mobile clinics. These facilities are able to provide essential services to people who would not be able to access basic medical care.  Some 25,000 people are benefitting from this initiative and the clinics care for between 50 and 100 people every day.





Through Lent Event we can support our brothers and sisters in the Solomon Islands.











Prayer Points from Helena Goldie Hospital:


Thank God for UnitingWorld’s support in funding the medical outreach program and for the partnership between UnitingWorld and Helena Goldie Hospital.


Pray that the Hospital will continue to serve and utilize the resources according to its purpose.


Pray that church and community leaders in the Solomon Islands will recognize and support the important service the hospital provides.


Pray that hospital staff will continue to provide the best care with love, joy and peace.
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