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         Sunday,
The                           Second Sunday
February 24, 2013

                      in Lent
The Uniting Church in Australia

The Parish of Rockhampton South
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MOVING WITH GOD’S SPIRIT

On this second Sunday in Lent, the gospel reading (Luke 13:31-35) lifts our eyes towards Jerusalem and Jesus’ trial and death.  Luke has a great skill in building up tension.  Today we meet Pharisees who willingly carry out Herod’s wish to have Jesus leave his territory.  Jesus, however, will not journey towards Jerusalem out of fear of Herod or to suit the purposes of the Pharisees for whom Jerusalem represented all that the old faith they followed held dear.  Jesus knew that in Jerusalem his proclamation of the kingdom of God and the old faith would clash violently.
Daily Psalm: Psalm 63:1-8:
“O God, my soul clings to you.”
Daily Scripture Readings:
“Blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it -“

Mon:
Luke 13:1-9:  realising that the care and nurture the Holy Spirit gives us compels us to bear fruit to nourish others.
Tues:
Isaiah 55: 1-9:  as the heavens are higher than the earth so are the Lord’s ways higher than our ways and God’s thoughts higher than our thoughts.
Wed:
1 Corinthians 10:1-13:  considering carefully the experiences of the people of Israel to understand that no testing will overtake us that is not common to everyone.
Thurs:
Luke 14:15-24,34,35:  carefully assessing the priorities given to daily tasks so that they do not exclude time to read God’s word.
Fri:
Luke 16:14-18,17:1-4:  knowing that the opinions other people have about us, no matter how good, are not to be compared with God’s knowledge of our hearts.
Sat:
Luke 17:20-37:  as surely as vultures find a carcass, divine judgment is coming for which we must prepare every day.
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We extend a warm welcome to any visitors or newcomers 
with us today.  Please give us an opportunity to get to 
know you after the Service.
Tuesday, February 26
  9.15am
Play Group in the small hall – Contact Collage.
  9.30am
Indoor Bowls in the large hall – all welcome.

10.00am
Pleasant Tuesday Morning at Gracemere Gardens in the Hostel Lounge.
  7.30pm
Elders & Pastoral Carers meeting in Sagnol House.
Wednesday, February 27
  7.00pm
Stillness & Meditation in the South R’ton Church with Rev Jennifer.

  7.00pm
Indoor Bowls in the large hall – club night.
  7.00pm
R’ton Blue Care Committee meeting at Collard House, Corbery Street.
Thursday, February 28
10.30am
Gracemere Aged Care Facility, Gracemere Gardens, Combined Service – Rev Glenn Ingram.
  5.15pm
Worship Band practice in the South R’ton UC.

  7.30pm
Choir Practice in South R’ton Church.
  7.30pm
R’ton Churches Together, The Duhig Centre, West St (please see separate notice).
Friday, March 1

10.00am
ACW World Day of Prayer, All Saints Anglican Church, Simpson St, North R’ton.  Speaker: Mrs Val Gribble.
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For Your Diary
Sunday, March 3
  5.00pm
Fellowship at Gracemere followed by fellowship tea – Rev Glenn.

Tuesday, March 5
  9.15am
Play Group in the small hall – Ball Play.
  9.30am
Indoor Bowls in the large hall – all welcome.
  7.30pm
Discipleship & Personal Development Committee meeting in the Campbell Street Manse.

Wednesday, March 6
10.00am
South R’ton Adult Fellowship will meet at the R’ton Art Gallery.
  7.00pm
Stillness & Meditation in the South R’ton Church with Rev Jennifer.

  7.00pm
Indoor Bowls in the large hall – club night.

Tuesday, March 12

  7.30pm
R’ton Development Committee meeting in Sagnol House.







Prayers in response to Luke 13:31-35
We give thanks for –

· Jesus’ commitment to his program of work,

· Jesus’ awareness of the opposition he faced,
· the place of Jerusalem in the old covenant.

We pray for –

· thoughtful re-assessment of our personal priorities,
· awareness of personal obstacles to full commitment to Jesus,

· the peace of Jerusalem.

We give thanks for –

· Jesus’ image of the hen gathering her chickens,
· the warning of judgment upon faithlessness,
· the expectation of Christ’s presence in church life.
We pray for –

· churches and congregations which have grown tired and feel insecure,

· Christians with a lukewarm faith,

· Jesus to lead congregations out of church buildings and into community life.

We give thanks for –

· ways of curing those sick in mind or body,

· churches encouraging members in community service,
· Jerusalem’s place in the hearts of Jews, Christians and Muslims.

We pray for –

· the recently elected Government of Israel,
· the Evangelical Christian Church of Bali, 

· the people and churches in Germany and France.


Prayer:
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,


whose call to Abraham brought forth a faith


of a kind your people now share,


guide and direct the thoughts and actions



of all who look to Abraham



as the progenitor of their faith,




so that neither history or belief




may stir up violent responses,




but may all, through your grace, make common cause,



     
     to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.
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SERVICES OF WORSHIP





Rockhampton South Parish





SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2013





  8.00am		Bushley		Rev Glenn Ingram (HC)


  8.00am			South R’ton	Rev Jennifer Roberts (HC)


  9.30am			South R’ton	Rev Jennifer Roberts 


10.00am			Mt Morgan 	Rev Glenn Ingram (HC)


  7.30pm			South R’ton	Rev Jennifer Roberts








Thursday, March 7


10.30am	Gracemere Aged Care Facility, Gracemere Gardens – Rev Glenn Ingram





Ministers: 		Rev Glenn Ingram  4922 1882 


		Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:ingram@dovenetq.net.au" ��ingram@dovenetq.net.au�


		


		Rev Jennifer Roberts  0413 434 480


		Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:strebor7@bigpond.com" �strebor7@bigpond.com�





Blue Care Gracemere Aged Care Facility Chaplain:  Rev Glenn Ingram  4922 1882 / 0419  689 087





Hospital Chaplain: Ms Sue Dunlop  0487 604 443





Prison Chaplains:  Mrs Lois Wilson and Mr Neville Wilson 


		4933 3778





Parish Office:  Postal address:  PO Box 8028, Allenstown  Q  4700


		Phone 4922 6414    Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rockysth@tpg.com.au" �rockysth@tpg.com.au�


		Office Secretary:  Lyn Thomasson





LECTIONARY READINGS





February 24		March 3


Lent 2		Lent 3


Genesis 15:1-12,17-18		Isaiah 55:1-9


Psalm 27		Psalm 63:1-8


Philippians 3:17-4:1		1 Corinthians 10:1-13


Luke 13:31-35		Luke 13:1-9


Purple				Purple
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OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT





Seeking to be an active expression of God’s love in Christ to all people, both within the Rockhampton South Parish and beyond.





Welcome








SPECIAL MORNING TEA TODAY





There will be a special farewell morning tea to be held following the 9.30am service today so that, as a Church Family, we can farewell the Davidson Family (aka Dubsy, Carolyn and Alina).











SOUTH R’TON MOWING ROSTER 09/03/2013


Ron Russell and Col Gough








�           








ROCKHAMPTON CHURCHES’ COVENANT OF PRAYER





All Saints’ Community – Anglican Parish of North Rockhampton, and their clergy : Archdeacon Cameron Venables, Rev Delfina Trail, Rev Claire Dewar, Rev Bob Deane, and Rev William Chol Michael.
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Rockhampton Churches Together





invites everyone to come and hear





Guest Speaker, The Most Rev Brian Heenan





reflect on his time as Catholic Bishop of Rockhampton





When:  Thursday 28 February 2013 at 7.30pm


Where:  The Duhig Centre, West Street


(between William and Denham Streets)





The evening will conclude with supper and fellowship – please bring a small plate of food to share














GALA AFTERNOON “Let’s Remember the 70’s”


Saturday, 23rd March 2013


at South R’ton 
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LOVE GIFT – DAVIDSON, Wayne, Carolyn and Alina





We want to show our love and appreciation to Carolyn, Wayne and Alina as they leave after many years of service, witness and fellowship with us – particularly for Wayne.





We have opened a LOVE GIFT APPEAL, the proceeds of which we will present to Carolyn, Wayne and Alina as they set up their new home in Gladstone district.





This is your opportunity to say “Thanks” to them both, by placing your gift in an Envelope marked – ( Love Gift – Wayne and Carolyn) – over the next few weeks.











BENEVOLENT FUND





IT HAS BEEN OUR PRACTICE TO RECEIVE A RETIRING OFFERING FOR OUR BENEVOLENT FUND AT EACH COMMUNION SERVICE.





OVER RECENT TIMES THERE HAS BEEN LIMITED CALL ON THIS FUND REQUESTING FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. BECAUSE OF THIS WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED A RETIRING OFFERING.





HOWEVER, THERE HAS BEEN THE NEED TO DRAW ON THE BENEVOLENT FUND TO ASSIST FOLLOWING THE RECENT FLOODING AND THE CONSEQUENT DAMAGE SUFFERED.





THEREFORE, WE WILL BE RECEIVING A RETIRING OFFERING FOLLOWING OUR COMMUNION SERVICES.  PLEASE RESPOND AS YOU ARE ABLE TO ENABLE OUR CHURCH TO HELP OTHERS.





OUR FOOD PANTRY CONTINUES TO OPERATE AND NUMEROUS CALLS FOR ASSISTANCE IN THIS WAY ARE RECEIVED TO WHICH WE RESPOND.














Queensland Flood Disaster Appeal





Synod advises anyone wishing to donate money to relieve suffering and to assist in rebuilding as a result of damage caused by our Floods in Queensland may do so by donating to the Uniting Church Assembly National Disaster Fund (online) by going to � HYPERLINK "http://assembly.uca.org.au/donate" �http://assembly.uca.org.au/donate� and following the instructions OR Use the Donation Forms available in the Porch and post your donation.





Please ensure to stipulate – QUEENSLAND FLOODS.





A Tax Deductible receipt will be posted to you.
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Pray for partners in prayer at Jerusalem United Church, Rev 


Wezi Manda, Pastor Percy, Deaconess Josephine Kabanda,


children and staff at Orphans and Vulnerable Children 


Project, Mwandi, Zambia.





�
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DID YOU KNOW?





Germany is in central Europe with both North and Baltic Sea coastlines and lying between the Netherlands in the west and Poland in the east.  It has an area of 357,022 sq km (New South Wales has an area of 800,642 sq km) and a population of about 81.5 million people of whom 34% are Protestant, 34% Roman Catholic, 3.1% Muslim and 28.3% unaffiliated or other beliefs.





France consists of metropolitan France in western Europe with an area of 551,500 sq km together with 5 overseas departments with a total area of 92,301 sq km.  Metropolitan France has a population of almost 63 million people, 83% - 88% are Roman Catholic, 2% Protestant, 1% Jewish, 5% - 10% Muslim and 4% are unaffiliated.  The population of the overseas departments is approximately 3.5 million people and their religious affiliations are Roman Catholic, Protestant, Hindu, Muslim, Buddhist and pagan.














“Is Chaplaincy Calling You?”





Discover what School Chaplaincy is all about at a Chaplaincy Information Evening – 7pm Monday, 11th March, at the Rockhampton Baptist Church, 650 Norman Road, North Rockhampton.  Guest speaker is David Smethurst, Chaplain for three Olympic Games, Rugby World Cup and Commonwealth Games.





RSVP to � HYPERLINK "mailto:sueh@suqld.org.au" �sueh@suqld.org.au� or call 0408 120 654.








GRIEF ROCOVERY PROGRAM





Have you experienced the loss of a loved one or know someone who is grieving?  The Grief Recovery Program provides emotional, social and practical support for group members.  This is a structured program of two hours per week over eight weeks.





Participants really benefit from sharing their experiences in the safety of a small group.





Meeting times:	Wednesdays 6.30pm – 8.30pm 


	from 6 March to 24 April





Meeting place:	Community Health Building, cnr Bolsover and Cambridge Streets.





For more information and to register:





Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rockysth@tpg.com.au" �rockysth@tpg.com.au�





Phone: 4922 1080 or 0439 768 394
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Lent Event





13 February to 30 March 2013





Story from Timor-Leste (East Timor)


(Extract from A People on the Way by Rev John Barr, UnitingWorld)


, p.108)


It was early September 1999 and I was working in my down-town Sydney office when the phone rang.  The connection was very scratchy but I could hear a faint voice amid lots of background noise.  This was a desperate phone call for help from Dili, the capital of East Timor. Rev Francisco de Vasconcelos and his followers were cordoned off in the compound of Hosana Church and the pro-Indonesian militia were starting to attack.  I could hear shouting and gun-fire in the background.  It was a disturbing scenario. Francisco and his people were in real trouble….. they were facing death at the hands of machete wielding, gun-toting madmen.  Then the phone line suddenly went dead!





After a nervous, distressing wait, I subsequently learnt that Francisco and his friends escaped to the mountains that fringe Dili.  Here they hid in the jungle for three weeks until a United Nations international force arrived to restore peace in the region.  It was a horrific, traumatic time.  Many people died.  The city of Dili was torched and most of East Timor was reduced to ashes.





East Timor was colonized by Portugal in the 16th century. During World War Two the island was occupied by the Japanese.  Soldiers from the Australian “Sparrow Force” were sent to oppose the Japanese invasion but the Japanese drove them into the mountains where the Australians were subsequently cared for and protected by locals.  Some 40,000 Timorese died during this period.





Today Timor-Leste is independent but is one of Asia’s poorest countries. Nearly half of the nation’s children below five years of age are undernourished and there is just one doctor per 10,000 patients.





The Uniting Church in Australia works in partnership with the Protestant Church in Timor-Leste (IPTL) who operate the Los Palos Clinic providing nutritious food and health services to the isolated and poor communities.





Through Lent Event we can support our East Timor brothers and sisters through the Los Palos Clinic and its programs.








Prayer Points from Los Palos clinic:





Thank God for the partnership between UnitingWorld and the health clinics and for everyone in Australia who has supported the project.


Pray that God will uphold the clinic staff in their work.


Pray for patients in the local communities that rely on the clinic for their health care.


Pray for young children suffering from malnutrition that they are able to receive sufficient good, nutritious food to lead normal, fulfilled lives.


Pray for God’s continued care and protection for the community.
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