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          Sunday,
The                                First Sunday
February 17, 2013

                        in Lent
The Uniting Church in Australia

The Parish of Rockhampton South
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MOVING WITH GOD’S SPIRIT

Today our reading from Luke’s gospel is the account of the temptations of Jesus (Luke 4:1-13).  The things Jesus did not do can guide us in the way we pray, being careful not to ask for those things Jesus rejected.  First, he did not use his power to meet his immediate needs.  Secondly, he rejected the use of overwhelming earthly power.  Thirdly, he rejected the idea that God was at his beck and call.  It is easy to cry out to God for help with immediate problems, but our Father knows what we need before we ask (Matthew 6:8).  It is easy to ask for the church to have greater influence in worldly affairs and to expect God to solve every problem.  Rather, we should strive for God’s kingdom (Luke 12:31).
Daily Psalm: Psalm 27:
“Be strong and let your heart take courage.”
Daily Scripture Readings:
“Blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it -“

Mon:
Luke 13:31-35:  strengthened in daily service in the world by being gathered into Jesus’ flock within the world-wide church.
Tues:
Genesis 15: 1-12,17-18:  knowing that the obedience I offer to God serves God’s purposes in his covenant relationship with people granted first to Abram.
Wed:
Philippians 3:17-4:1:  living not as an enemy of the cross of Christ, but standing firm in the Lord the way the apostles taught.
Thurs:
Luke 12:22-31:  considering the lillies of the field which neither toil not spin and yet even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.
Fri:
Luke 12:41-48:  remembering Jesus’ words that “from everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required”.
Sat:
Luke 13:18-30:  striving to enter the kingdom of God by the narrow door knowing that hearing the teaching of Jesus without living by his words is not enough.
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We extend a warm welcome to any visitors or newcomers 
with us today.  Please give us an opportunity to get to 
know you after the Service.
Sunday, February 17

  5.00pm
Fellowship at Gracemere followed by fellowship tea – Rev Glenn.
Monday, February 18

  6.30pm
Craft Group in the small hall – painting on terra cotta pots.

Tuesday, February 19
  9.00am
Bethesda Aged Care – Rev Glenn.

  9.15am
Play Group in the small hall – General Play.
  9.30am
Indoor Bowls in the large hall – all welcome.

10.15am
Bethesda Aged Care – Rev Glenn.
  7.30pm
Worship & Evangelism Committee meeting in Sagnol House.

Wednesday, February 20
  7.00pm
Stillness & Meditation in the South R’ton Church with Rev Jennifer.

  7.00pm
Indoor Bowls in the large hall – club night.

Thursday, February 21
10.30am
Gracemere Aged Care Facility, Gracemere Gardens, Combined Service – Rev Glenn Ingram.

  5.15pm
Worship Band practice in the South R’ton UC.

  7.30pm
Choir Practice in South R’ton Church - Open to all who are interested.
Friday, February 22

  9.30am
CAMEO in the small hall.

[image: image7.bmp]




For Your Diary
Tuesday, February 26
  9.15am
Play Group in the small hall – Contact Collage.
  9.30am
Indoor Bowls in the large hall – all welcome.
10.00am
Pleasant Tuesday Morning at Gracemere Gardens in the Hostel Lounge.

Wednesday, February 27
  7.00pm
Stillness & Meditation in the South R’ton Church with Rev Jennifer.

  7.00pm
Indoor Bowls in the large hall – club night.

Thursday, February 28

  7.30pm
R’ton Churches Together at The Duhig Centre, West St (please see separate notice).

Friday, March 1
10.00am
ACW World Day of Prayer, All Saints Anglican Church, Simpson St, North R’ton.  Speaker: Mrs Val Gribble.

Tuesday, March 5

  7.30pm
Discipleship & Personal Development Committee meeting in the Campbell Street Manse.

Tuesday, March 12

  7.30pm
R’ton Development Committee meeting in Sagnol House.







Prayers in response to Luke 4:1-13
We give thanks that –
· Jesus was “full of the Holy Spirit”,
· Jesus was exposed to the type of temptations we face,
· Jesus answered the temptations with words of Scripture.
We pray that –

· the Holy Spirit will fill our minds with truth,
· God will not lead us into temptation,
· meditation on the Scriptures may be at the centre of our daily lives.

We give thanks for –

· the resources of the earth which provide our daily bread,
· the responsibilities of governments in providing order in community life,
· faith in the providence of God.
We pray for –

· farmers responding to drought, fire and flood,

· governments providing care and protection of vulnerable people,
· Christians facing unexpected challenges to their faith.

We give thanks for –

· the transport industry bringing food to markets,
· people alert to unmet needs in the community,
· ordained and lay people encouraging others in the faith.

We pray for –

· Theological Halls and Colleges, particularly Trinity Theological College and Pilgrim Learning Centre,
· the Christian Church of Sumba, a partner church of the Uniting Church in Australia,
· the people and churches in Portugal, Spain, Italy and Malta.

Prayer:
Lord God of Moses and Miriam,


and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,


just as you have led and supported


those you have called into your covenant


levelling mountains and refreshing deserts,


cleanse our thoughts of our mountains of doubt,



and refresh our arid minds with living water,


     
     through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.







[image: image2.png]






SERVICES OF WORSHIP





Rockhampton South Parish





SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2013





  8.00am		Bushley		Mr Stan Comollatti


  8.00am			South R’ton	Rev Glenn Ingram 


  9.30am			South R’ton	Rev Jennifer Roberts 


10.00am			Mt Morgan 	Mr Stan Comollatti


  7.30pm			South R’ton	Rev Glenn Ingram








Thursday, February 28


10.30am	Gracemere Aged Care Facility, Gracemere Gardens – Rev Glenn Ingram








Ministers: 	Rev Glenn Ingram  4922 1882 


		Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:ingram@dovenetq.net.au" ��ingram@dovenetq.net.au�


		


		Rev Jennifer Roberts  0413 434 480


		Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:strebor7@bigpond.com" �strebor7@bigpond.com�





Hospital Chaplain: Ms Sue Dunlop  0487 604 443





Prison Chaplains:  Mrs Lois Wilson and Mr Neville Wilson 


		     4933 3778





Parish Office:  Postal address – PO Box 8028, Allenstown Q 


                         4700


Phone 4922 6414  Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rockysth@tpg.com.au" �rockysth@tpg.com.au�


Office Secretary:    Lyn Thomasson








LECTIONARY READINGS





February 17		February 24


Lent 1		Lent 2


Deuteronomy 26:1-11		Genesis 15:1-12,17-18


Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16		Psalm 27


Romans 10:8b-13		Philippians 3:17-4:1


Luke 4: 1-13		Luke 13:31-35


Purple				Purple
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OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT





Seeking to be an active expression of God’s love in Christ to all people, both within the Rockhampton South Parish and beyond.








Welcome








SPECIAL MORNING TEA





There will be a special farewell morning tea to be held following the 9.30am service on 24 February so that, as a Church Family, we can farewell the Davidson Family (aka Dubsy, Carolyn and Alina).





Please bring a plate to share and some encouraging words for Wayne and Carolyn as they embark upon their new adventure.





See Rev Jennifer for more details 0413 434 480








MWANDI DIARY – Could the person who has the Mwandi Diary at present please contact Sylvia on 4933 6490.











SOUTH R’TON MOWING ROSTER 23/02/2013


Evan Hooper, Ross Walker, Stan Comollatti
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ROCKHAMPTON CHURCHES’ COVENANT OF PRAYER





Rockhampton Church of Christ; the leadership team; and that the congregation would be encouraged in the things of God.
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Rockhampton Churches Together





invites everyone to come and hear





Guest Speaker, The Most Rev Brian Heenan





reflect on his time as Catholic Bishop of Rockhampton





When:  Thursday 28 February 2013 at 7.30pm


Where:  The Duhig Centre, West Street


(between William and Denham Streets)





The evening will conclude with supper and fellowship – please bring a small plate of food to share














GALA AFTERNOON “Let’s Remember the 70’s”


Saturday, 23rd March 2013


at South R’ton 
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LOVE GIFT – DAVIDSON, Wayne, Carolyn and Alina





We want to show our love and appreciation to Carolyn, Wayne and Alina as they leave after many years of service, witness and fellowship with us – particularly for Wayne.





We have opened a LOVE GIFT APPEAL, the proceeds of which we will present to Carolyn, Wayne and Alina as they set up their new home in Gladstone district.





This is your opportunity to say “Thanks” to them both, by placing your gift in an Envelope marked – ( Love Gift – Wayne and Carolyn) – over the next few weeks.
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BENEVOLENT FUND





IT HAS BEEN OUR PRACTICE TO RECEIVE A RETIRING OFFERING FOR OUR BENEVOLENT FUND AT EACH COMMUNION SERVICE.





OVER RECENT TIMES THERE HAS BEEN LIMITED CALL ON THIS FUND REQUESTING FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. BECAUSE OF THIS WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED A RETIRING OFFERING.





HOWEVER, THERE HAS BEEN THE NEED TO DRAW ON THE BENEVOLENT FUND TO ASSIST FOLLOWING THE RECENT FLOODING AND THE CONSEQUENT DAMAGE SUFFERED.





THEREFORE, WE WILL BE RECEIVING A RETIRING OFFERING FOLLOWING OUR COMMUNION SERVICES.  PLEASE RESPOND AS YOU ARE ABLE TO ENABLE OUR CHURCH TO HELP OTHERS.





OUR FOOD PANTRY CONTINUES TO OPERATE AND NUMEROUS CALLS FOR ASSISTANCE IN THIS WAY ARE RECEIVED TO WHICH WE RESPOND.














Queensland Flood Disaster Appeal





Synod advises anyone wishing to donate money to relieve suffering and to assist in rebuilding as a result of damage caused by our Floods in Queensland may do so by donating to the Uniting Church Assembly National Disaster Fund (online) by going to � HYPERLINK "http://assembly.uca.org.au/donate" �http://assembly.uca.org.au/donate� and following the instructions OR Use the Donation Forms available in the Porch and post your donation.





Please ensure to stipulate – QUEENSLAND FLOODS.





A Tax Deductible receipt will be posted to you.
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Pray for partners in prayer at Jerusalem United Church, Rev 


Wezi Manda, Pastor Percy, Deaconess Josephine Kabanda,


children and staff at Orphans and Vulnerable Children 


Project, Mwandi, Zambia.





�
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DID YOU KNOW?





Portugal borders on the North Atlantic Ocean, west of Spain on the Iberian Peninsula in Southwestern Europe.  It has an area of 92,000 sq km (Tasmania’s area is 68,401 sq km).  It has a population of almost 11 million people of whom 84.5% are Roman Catholic, 2.2% other Christian denominations, 0.3% other faiths, 9% whose beliefs are unknown and 3.9% have no religious beliefs.





Spain occupies most of the Iberian Peninsula, south of France.  It has an area of 505,370 sq km (Victoria has an area of 227,416 sq km) and a population of almost 47 million people of whom 94% are Roman Catholic and 6% follow other religions.





Italy consists of a peninsula extending into the central Mediterranean Sea.  It has an area of 301,340 sq km (Victoria has an area of 227,416 sq km) and a population of over 61 million people, of whom 90% are Roman Catholic and 10% includes Protestant and Jewish communities as well as a growing Muslim immigrant community.





Malta consists of a group of islands in the central Mediterranean Sea south of Sicily.  It has a population of about 400,000 people, 98% of whom are Roman Catholic.








GRIEF ROCOVERY PROGRAM





Have you experienced the loss of a loved one or know someone who is grieving?  The Grief Recovery Program provides emotional, social and practical support for group members.  This is a structured program of two hours per week over eight weeks.





Participants really benefit from sharing their experiences in the safety of a small group.





Meeting times:	Wednesdays 6.30pm – 8.30pm 


	from 6 March to 24 April





Meeting place:	Community Health Building, cnr Bolsover and Cambridge Streets.





For more information and to register:





Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rockysth@tpg.com.au" �rockysth@tpg.com.au�





Phone: 4922 1080 or 0439 768 394
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Lent Event





13 February to 30 March 2013





Story from Papua (Indonesia)  (Extract from A People on the Way by Rev John Barr, UnitingWorld):


, p.108)


“We Papuans have no future….our culture and our identity is being wiped out….it’s only a matter of time….please help us!” 





This plea is very real.  It comes from Papua, a Melanesian country that is now part of Indonesia.  Rev Herman Saud, former Moderator of the Evangelical Christian Church in the Land of Papua was sharing his deepest concerns.”





Today indigenous people in Papua are struggling as their homeland is dominated by newcomers and local communities are often subjected to harsh human rights abuses and significant suffering.  





In 1969 an “Act of Free Choice” took place to determine Papua’s future.  The process was flawed and most Papuans continue to reject this decision.  Consequently, Papua’s inclusion as a part of Indonesia is controversial.  Security forces maintain a harsh, even brutal approach in an effort to suppress local voices.  Eighty per cent of all Papuans live in poverty.





Herman Saud’s plea comes in the form of an appeal from one brother in Christ to another.  The Uniting Church in Australia engages in partnership with 37 churches in the Asia-Pacific region and also in Africa.  In Papua the Uniting Church engages intentionally, carefully and thoughtfully with our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.  We do this as members of the one body, one community, united and bound together in Christ. 





This involves a number of things.  It involves listening to the genuine pleas of our Papuan brothers and sisters, being an effective international voice on their behalf and equipping the local church to empower indigenous Papuans to raise human rights concerns.  It also involves supporting local communities to become economically self-sufficient while also ensuring the Papuan community has adequate access to decent education and medical care.





Through Lent Event we can support our Papuan brothers and sisters in their longing to have a real say in their future!








Prayer Points –


Pray that the indigenous people of Papua will benefit from the abundance of natural resources in their homeland.


Pray for our partner church in Papua, for the courage of its leaders and the faithfulness of its 650,000 members.


Pray for peace in Papua and for the church as a significant peace maker.


Pray that livelihood programs in Papua will assist local people to feel a greater sense of security and hope for their future.
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